
Did you ever wonder why . . . 
(The meaning within our Holy Communion) 

by The Rev. Dennis G. Rohn 
 

 Did you ever wonder why something happened or why someone did 
what they did?  Growing up, “Why” was a question I frequently asked my 
parents.  It is also a question I asked my children on occasion.  It’s a 
question we all ask when we don’t understand why something is done in a 
certain way.  Usually, when we know “why” the “what” becomes 
understandable. 
 
 With that in mind, have you ever wondered why we do Holy 
Communion the way we do?  Was it explained to you in confirmation 
class?  Did a previous pastor highlight it on a communion Sunday?  Do 
you remember what was said?  If not, maybe the following will help. 
 
 On the Sunday nearest July 6, Moravians celebrate Holy 
Communion marking the martyrdom of Jan Hus.  Jan Hus lived and died 
a Catholic Priest, but is considered the forerunner of the Moravian Church.  
It was July 6, 1415, when Brother Hus was burned at the stake as a 
heretic by the Ancient Catholic Church (different from today’s Catholic 
Church) because he spoke out against what he believed to be unethical 
practices of the Church.   
 
 One of the beliefs of Hus related to Holy Communion.  Many of us 
were taught that Jan Hus served both bread and wine to the laity, at a 
time when only the priest was permitted to drink the wine -- and the laity 
could only receive the bread.  However, we have since learned that Jan 
Hus did not serve both the cup and bread to laity, but he did believe all 
should be able to receive both elements – bread and wine – in Holy 
Communion, and he approved of his followers offering both.    
 
 As the July 6 service of Holy Communion approaches, marking the 
martyrdom of Hus, it provides an opportunity to review the “why” and 
“what” of our Holy Communion services: 

 

·    In many Moravian congregations, the trays of juice are placed on the   
 communion table before the service begins and the paten (bread   
 tray) is brought in by the ordained or licensed leader of the service.  
 The worship leader entering and leaving the sanctuary with the 
 paten of wafers or bread is a theological practice which dates back to 
 the ancient Unitas Fratrum.  This practice began as a way to counter 
 the Catholic Church’s practice of leaving left over communion bread 
 in a tabernacle above the alter, (the tabernacle is an ornate box 
 placed upon the alter) as the living presence of Christ.   
 

·   It is important to note that The Moravian Church has no doctrine 
 regarding what the elements of Holy Communion represent.  Some 
 denominations believe that the bread and wine become the actual 
 body and blood of Christ, called transubstantiation.  Others believe 
 that the bread and wine in essence as the body and blood of Christ,  
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called consubstantiation.  The Moravian Church does not define the elements of Holy 
Communion -- leaving it up to the worshipper.   

 
· The words of consecration (to make holy) of the elements are the words of the Apostle Paul 

found in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26:  “. . . that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 
took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said ‘This is my body that 
is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’  In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, ‘This is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.”  (NRSV) 

 
· The “message” for the day is found in the hymns we sing as the elements are distributed and 

are selected specifically to represent the specific service of holy communion. 
 
· The pastor wears a white surplice (robe) to symbolize the pastor is representing Christ in the 

sacrament and the blessing comes directly from God.  For this reason, the pastor usually 
removes the robe following Communion before greeting worshippers at the end of the service. 

 
· The elements (bread and juice) are brought to the congregation by the pastor, representing the 

service of Christ and that Christ comes to us offering the gift of forgiveness and salvation.  
 
· We hold the elements (bread and cup) until all have been served and we partake together, 

representing that we are a community of believers -- the body of Christ.  
  

· There are two opportunities within the service to extend the right hand of fellowship:  at the 
beginning of the service signifying oneness in Christ and the desire to be at peace with one 
another and at the end, signifying renewed dedication and unity of purpose in the service of 
Christ.  This time of shaking hands is different from the greeting we extend to one another at 
the opening of a worship service.  This is a symbolic act, so it is sufficient to extend the hand 
only to those nearby. 

 
 Hopefully, this background information will aid in your understanding of this most holy service, 
central to our faith in our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
 Please join your church family for Holy Communion on July 6, as together we respond to 
Jesus’ words:  “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Christian Education 
 

 

 

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;  

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”  

                                                                    -- Mark 10:14b 
                     

“I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord.”  

                                                                    -- Psalm 122:1 

        (Continued on Page 3) 
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(Cont. from Page 2) 
 
In our baptism liturgy, parents and congregational members agree to nurture the faith of the one 
being baptized. Yet through our typical ministries we segregate by ages – Sunday School, choirs, 
youth groups . . . so worship becomes the one place where all ages of the family come together. 
Recent studies indicate that one reason for the loss of youth and young adults in the church can 
be traced to the many years of programs where we excluded children from worship by creating 
“Children’s Church.” By spending years “outside” of the church’s worship services our youth never 
had the opportunity to develop “touch points.” They had no opportunity to experience the sights, 
sounds and relationships of the life of the congregation through worship. Therefore, when they 
reached the age to attend worship, that space was foreign to them and a steady decline in 
attendance and participation ensued. 
 
So what can we do? Let us explore recapturing the “family in worship” and re-examine how we can 
better incorporate children in our worship space. Faith is “caught” not “taught” and our children 
have a great deal to learn from us – and we from them! * 
 
Watch for tips in your bulletin all summer long suggesting ways to help our children become 
participants rather than spectators in our worship services. 
 
Parents and caregivers: What can your church family do to help your children worship? What tips 
do you have on helping children worship? Please share them with me so we can all learn from your 
experience! 
 
Children: What parts of worship do you enjoy? What parts do you have questions about? What 
part of worship would you like to help lead? I hope you will share your answers to all of these with 
me this summer! 
 
In faith, love, and hope, 
Carolyn 
 
*Reprinted from “Children in Worship” brochure by Marie Couts, Director of Christian Education, Moravian Church Northern 

 

Thank You! 
 

We were able to welcome 37 kids to Vacation Bible School this summer! Thanks to 
the dozens of volunteers who donated Christmas trees, made decorations, led 
activities and helped kids learn to trust Jesus in a wild world. Caring volunteers 
like you are what makes VBS so special! 

 

 Jesus Rocks! Summer Project 
 
Watch for opportunities before and after worship this summer to paint a 
“Jesus Rock!” Hide it in plain sight in your neighborhood, or on your summer 
vacation. Tags on the back will invite whoever finds it to post a picture in our 
Facebook group: Jesus Rocks! and then re-hide it for someone else to find. 
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Summer Church Camps 

 
It’s time to register for Tar Hollow and Bethany! 

 
Camp Tar Hollow: July 20-26 (staff day is July 19). 

For campers who have completed 7th grade through age 21. 
Register by June 30 for a cost of $150 ($175 after that date). 

 
 

Camp Bethany:  August 4-8 (staff day is August 3). 
For campers who have completed 2nd through 6th grade. 

Register by July 18.  Cost is $100. 
 

Dover First Scholarships: 
 

Through the generosity of the Dover First congregation, scholarships are available to members and 
friends of the congregation.  

 
Turn registrations in to the church office by June 22, for Tar Hollow and July 6, for Bethany to 

automatically receive your scholarship. After those dates, please mail registrations direct to the registrar 
and contact Carolyn Menapace to receive your scholarship.  

 
Members & Friends: $150 for Tar Hollow / $100 for Bethany 

 

Teachers, Save the Date!  
 

You are invited to a Sunday School Teacher Training 
Breakfast on Saturday, August 16, from 9-10:30 a.m. 

 
We will talk about curriculum, supplies, and our hopes and 

dreams for the 2025-26 Sunday School year! 

 

Contact Carolyn Menapace now if you feel called to lead a new study or class, join a teaching team, 
or volunteer as a substitute teacher this fall!  

Neighborhood Block Party 
 

Wednesday, July 9, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
 
We are partnering with St. John’s U.C.C. to host the annual 
neighborhood block party. 
 
Save the date and watch for more details on all of the fun, food and  

                                  fellowship! 



5 

 
Graduation Sunday 

On Sunday, May 25, we honored our 2025 graduates during our  
worship service.  Here is the list of graduates and their accomplishments. 
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 

2025 High School Graduates 
 
Jackson Hoop, son of Jennifer and Karl Hoop, has graduated from Buckeye Trail High School. He 
plans to attend Wilmington College majoring in Agricultural Education. 
 
Jacob Kosmala, son of Raymond and Sarah Kosmala, has graduated from Jackson High School. He 
plans to attend Kent State University majoring in International Relations.  (Cont. next page) 

 

Mini Golf & Treats 
 
All ages are invited to send off summer with a sweet treat and a chance to 
show off your putting skills! 
 
Meet at the putt-putt course at Tuscora Park at 6:00 PM on Monday, August 11, 
to play some mini-golf and enjoy a sweet treat. The evening is hosted by CEC. 
 

(Rain date: August 12) 

 
Children’s Festival Lovefeast 

 
Join us in worship on Sunday, August 17, as we share in a lovefeast 
remembering the Moravian Children’s Spiritual Renewal that took place 
in Herrnhut in 1727, and celebrate the love that children have for 
Jesus.  
 
The simple, yet profound message of the lovefeast centers on love for 
Christ, love for one another and the oneness we share in Christ 

symbolized by the simple act of eating and singing together. 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

All students are invited to bring their backpacks to the Children’s 
Moment on Sunday, August 17. We will bless them and the students 
as they begin a new school year. 
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( Cont. from Page 5) 
 
Rachel Pfeiffer, daughter of Eric and Julie Pfeiffer, has graduated from Dover High School. She 
plans to attend The Ohio State University majoring in Finance and Accounting on a pre-law track. 
 
Caden Yackey, son of Brett and Brianne Yackey, has graduated from Dover High School. He plans 
to attend the University of Akron majoring in Software Development. 
 
Olivia Yackey, daughter of Drew and Kim Yackey, has graduated from Dover High School. She 
plans to attend the University of Akron majoring in Graphic Design. 
 
Ryan Yoder, son of April and Dave Yoder, has graduated from Dover High School. He plans to 
attend the College of Wooster majoring in Statistical and Data Sciences and playing on the men’s 
golf team. 
 

2025 College Graduates 
 
Ashley Brown, daughter of Jennifer and Steve Brown, has graduated from Kent State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition. She plans to continue her education with a Master’s 
degree in Nutrition. 
 
Becca Duncan, daughter of Dennis and Pam Duncan, has graduated from the U.C. Berkeley 
Graduate School of Journalism with a Master’s degree in Journalism focusing on documentary 
filmmaking. She plans to continue sharing the stories of underrepresented communities in a variety 
of mediums. 
 
Zak Hoop, son of Jennifer and Karl Hoop, has graduated from Mount Vernon Nazarene University. 
He plans to attend Zane State College in the fall for a Physical Therapy Assistant degree and he will 
marry Grace Chesser in July. 
 
Sadie Keener, daughter of Bob and Mary Lou Keener, has graduated from The Ohio State University 
as a Doctor of Pharmacy. She plans to complete a one-year residency in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
Rachel Paden, daughter of Sam and Susan Paden, has graduated from Michigan State University 
with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology with a minor in Human Behavior and Social Services and 
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology with a concentration in Cultural Studies/Ministries. She has 
accepted a full-time position as the Children’s Ministries Director at New Philadelphia Moravian 

Church in Winston-Salem, NC beginning in June. 
 
 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to all our graduates! 
 

Graduates Reminder: Don’t forget to update the church 
office with your current mailing address, phone number 
and email address, so we can keep in touch and send you 
news and upcoming events from your church family! 
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Ohio Moravian Ministries Commission 

OMMC . . . Strengthening our local congregations and engaging 
in cooperative ministries for the upbuilding of the Body of Christ. 

 
OMMC met on May 27, 2025 at Schoenbrunn Community Moravian Church.  
 
Officers were elected:  
Scott Minor – President; Jackie Pasquinelli – Treasurer; Carolyn Davis – Secretary.  
 
Lynn Reichman is working on plans for a “Moravian Night” at Trumpet in the Land. The date 
is to be determined and he will check to see if the last of the Moravian yard signs can be offered 
there for sale or a donation. Carolyn Menapace will check into a Moravian T-shirt sale, possibly in 
time to wear them to that event.  
 
There are 13 people signed up for the June mission trip to Laurel Ridge in North Carolina. 
 
Ben Lippert passed out flyers for Moravian Nights at the Park. They will be June 10, July 8, 
and August 12, all at 6:30 pm at Tuscora Park’s upper pavilion.  Bring your own meal 
and join us for fellowship at the park. 
 
Dave Geyer reported the Shared ministry churches are working to invite area youth (including non-
Moravians) to Camps Tar Hollow and Bethany with financial assistance available to all. Matt Spies 
reported that Camp Bethany also has funds to help any campers who need assistance. 
 
Carolyn Menapace proposed a series of racial justice and healing opportunities: Advent 2025 Bible 
Study; February 2026 movie night; April 2026 trip to the Afro-American Museum & Cultural 
Center in Wilberforce, OH; April 2027 trip to civil rights sites in Montgomery and Birmingham, AL. 
Carolyn, Shana Angel and Matt Spies will apply for a grant on behalf of OMMC from the Northern 
Province Racial Justice Team for $1000.00 for the April 2026 trip. 
 
Upcoming events: 

· Fry’s Valley: Homeschool Resource Center beginning in the fall 
· Sharon: Vacation Bible School June 9-12, with a community picnic June 14 
· Dover: Vacation Bible School June 9-13 

 

Recent T-County Mission Team News 
 

The T-County Mission Team would like to thank you for providing goodie bags with treats 
for their second Mission Trip June 13-22.  They traveled to North Carolina to complete more 
mission work due to the hurricane devastation in that area last year.  Those who went this time 
included: Constance Kinsey, Linda Spring, Pam Feldeisen, Doug Edwards, Scott & Sharyn 
Minor, Rev. John Wallace, John & Stacy Stubbins, Libby Paden, Sharon Finnie, and Susan 
& Sam Paden. 

Our Mission, Outreach, and Fellowship  
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Dover High School Student Parking 
at First Moravian Church ~ August 2025 – May 2026 

 
 
 
 

 
 
We will continue to provide a total of 20 parking spaces for Dover High School students.  Even if 
your student had a space this past school year, they still need to complete a new form for the 2025-
26 school year and return it to Karen in the office as soon as possible. 
 

Currently, there are a few parking spaces remaining. 
 

Each registered student/faculty or staff member will be issued a new parking pass to be displayed on 
their vehicle at all times when using their designated space in our overflow lot (next to Salon Destiny). 
Their space will be available to them except on days when there is a funeral or special event at the 
church. 

 

Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons    
by Marcia Harding, Julie Williams, and Susan Corder 

 
    The Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons will return on Friday, September 5, 
from 11:00-1:00 p.m.  The luncheons will be Dine-in or Carry-out and deliveries 
available to businesses with a minimum order of $25 or more.                                 
   The menu will be soups, sandwiches and desserts.  Proceeds from our luncheons  
help the Moravian Women contribute to missionary efforts at home and around the 
world.  We appreciate all your support in making our luncheons a success.  If you can 

help work, please contact Marcia Harding, 330-343-2104, or Julie Williams, 330-933-9707.   
 

Dates for the Friday luncheons are as follows:   
September 5, October 3, November 7, December 5, March 6, and April 10.    

 
Plan to help work, support the luncheons, and  

let your friends know they can dine-in or get carry-out!   

             

Sugar Cake Baking Dates:  
 

Tuesdays, September 16, October 21, November 18,  
December 16 & 18, February 17, March 17 and April 21.   

Place your orders early by calling Susan Paden, 330-364-7101. 
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Thank You’s/This & That 

 
Many Thanks…  
 …to Julie Williams, Bev Antonelli,  
    Jud Compton, and Dave Yoder for helping  
    Sam Paden to clean up the church grounds  
    and spread mulch on Thursday, May 8.   
    The next time you see one of them, be sure to  
    thank them in person. 
    Great job!  Thank you so much. 

 
Our Thanks and Appreciation … 
           …to Julie Williams for planting the beautiful flowers 
around the church grounds.  We have received many 
compliments on how nice the church looks when people 
drive by or stop in.   
   Thank you, Julie.  Great job!    

 

Moravian Women’s Christmas Party 
 

Mark your calendars and save the date for the Moravian Women’s Christmas 
Party on Thursday, December 11, at 6:00 p.m.  Bring a friend! 

             
Soup Orders will be taken on Sunday, January 18 & 25.  
Place your order early to be sure to get your favorite soup!  
Soup will be made on January 29 & 30, and can be picked 
up on Sunday, February 1, after the 10:00 worship service.  
Soup choices are cheesy broccoli, vegetable beef, chicken 
noodle, and stuffed pepper.   

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
   Thank you for the Bible and prayer shawl for my graduation.  I feel blessed to have 
grown up in such a loving and sweet community that shares a love for God. 
  
   Thanks again for the nice wishes and support everyone has shown me. 
  
      With Thanks, 
      Caden Yackey 

Our Thanks and Appreciation… 

Thank You note 
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Congratulations… 
…to Justin and Bryn (Cronebach) Maurer on the birth of a son, Krew Alexander, 
born on  May 19, in California. Brian and Melanie Cronebach are the proud 
grandparents; Adrian and Carol Schaar are the proud great-grandparents. 

 
 

New Addresses: Please keep the church office informed of new addresses,  
telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses.  

 
 
 
 Stay Connected… 
 
 
Remember there are several ways to stay connected with your church family: 
 
You can receive the bi-monthly newsletter by submitting your E-mail address to the 
church office …Just email Karen at: admin.assistant@doverfirstmoravianchurch.org  
or, if you prefer to read the newsletter and weekly Sunday bulletins online, go to the 
church website: www.doverfirstmoravianchurch.org 

The church website has a lot of information, so be sure to check it out! 

 
Are you interested in being part of the “One Call Now” system?  What a great way to 
stay connected with your church family!  Contact the church office to be included in this 
ministry. 

Special Thanks…Chalk Walk Volunteers 
 
   On Thursday, May 8, the Dover Avenue 4th & 5th graders  
participated in the Chalk Walk held in downtown Dover.   
After completing their artistic drawings, the students 
returned to the church parking lot where they received their 
reward of cookies before going back to school.   
   Our thanks to Steve Rondinella, Beth Rondinella, Bethanie Moser, 
Carol Staley, and all the volunteers who baked or donated cookies for the students.  This 
year was the first year for Dover Avenue 4th graders to be included; and the 14th year for the 
5th graders to participate in this outreach project. 



    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Joint Board Meetings for 2025 
 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month at 6:00 P.M.,  
in the social hall unless noted differently:  

 
Tuesday, September 2, & Monday, December 1 

 
 

Here is a complete list of Joint Board Members (Elders & Trustees) 
 

   Elders ~ Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month in Room 215 at 6:00 p.m.,  
 except when Joint Board meets, then after Joint Board at 7 P.M.   
 
   By-Laws of the First Moravian Church of Dover:  The duties of the Elders include overseeing the spiritual care and   
   oversight of the congregation and its membership. Elders strive to secure faithful compliance with the enactments of  
   the Unity, Provincial and District Synods, with “The Moravian Covenant for Christian Living,” the section on  
   discipline in the Book of Order, and the established rules of the congregation. The members of the Board of Elders  
   decide all applications for admission to membership and decide all cases of dismissal. 

       
 Brian Cronebach  2020-2025 ~ 2nd term  330.340.5549 
         Pamela Duncan, CEC Rep. 2023-2025 ~ 1st term   330.340.7476 
 John Stubbins  2023-2025 ~ 1st term                       330.987.0144                                                         
 Scott Minor   2024-2026 ~ 1st term   330.432.7036   
 Steve Rondinella, Vice-chair 2021-2026 ~ 2nd term  330.827.4513   

 Bethanie Moser  2025-2027 ~ 1st term   330.432.3814 
 Leslie Seats   2022-2027 ~ 2nd term  937.479.4028   

 Cheryl Stephens, Secretary 2025-2027 ~ 1st term   330.987.3933 
 

  
   Trustees ~ Meetings are held the first Monday of the month in the Social Hall at 6:00 p.m., 
 except when Joint Board meets, then after Joint Board at 7 P.M.  
 
   The duties of the Board of Trustees include overseeing the planning, development and maintenance of church  
   properties.  The trustees plan the budget of annual expenses associated with supporting the work of the congregation.   
   The trustees review the monthly expenses against the budget and insure payment of the pastor’s salary, staff salaries,  
   and provincial obligations.  Requests for funds  and purchases from the staff, congregational ministries, and external  
   groups are reviewed. Reports from the Treasurer and Financial Secretary are monitored monthly to gage progress  
   towards meeting all obligations. 
 

Karol Jones, Sec. & CEC Rep. 2020-2025 ~ 2nd term  330.343.8236 
Gary Martin        11/2023-2025 ~ 1st term  330.204.1926 
Greg Miller   2023-2025 ~ 1st term   330.340.3861 
Bev Antonelli   2024-2026 ~ 1st term   330.340.2522 
Brenda Crilow                    7/2023-2026 ~ 2nd term  330.243.6682 
Dan Yeager   2021-2026 ~ 2nd term  330.364.6951 
Jodi Hillyer   2025-2027 ~ 1st term   330.340.4785 
Rebecca Mastin, President 2025-2027 ~ 1st term   330.204.9520 
David Yoder, Vice-President 2025-2027 ~ 1st term   724.272.4822 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 Financial Secretary    Church Treasurer 

 
   Julie Williams, Fiscal Off.             330.933.9707  Barbara Gennert, Treasurer 330.364.8831 
   Jenny Shoup, Cooper Accounting 330.440.7434  



 Church Office & One Call Now: 
 330.364.8831 
 
 Worship Services:  
    Sundays ~ 10:00 a.m.                          
 
 Sunday School: 
     Sept.—May ~ 9:00 a.m.      
 

 

 

 

 

 Part-�me Pastor:   
     The Rev. Dennis G. Rohn  
           610.216.7467 cell   
 Administra�ve Assistant: 
     Karen Baker  
 Director of Music:  
     G. Randall Gibbs  
 Director of Faith Forma�on: 
     Carolyn Menapace 
 Custodian: 
      Sam Paden 
   
 
 
Web-Site: www.doverfirstmora- 
vianchurch.org 

            

Coming Up... 

John Hus Holy Communion  

and  

August 13th Holy Communion 
                     John Hus Holy Communion will be  

   observed on Sunday, July 6, and the  

   August 13th Holy Communion will be  

    observed on Sunday, August 10.  
     Each worship service is at 10:00 a.m.    

                             Please plan to attend. 

 

See you in church . . . real soon! 

 

 

First Moravian Church 
319 North Walnut Street 
Dover  OH  44622-2943 
 
 
Change Service Requested 
 
 
 

 


